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Man is a great mystery,
a sacred mystery of God.
So great and so sacred,
that God Himself became man,
in order to give us understanding
of all the depth of the mystery of Man.

+ St.. Justin Popovitch (1894-1979)

Saint Justin Popovitch was a saint of our times (1894-1979). He was very close to his spiritual father, the holy bishop Nikolaï
Velimirovitch. Both suffered manifold persecutions, exile and imprisonment, which gives their words a special background: Theirs
are not words from an armchair, after an easy and uneventful life, but fiery words from a heart that knows the suffering of the people
from its own experience. And that, nevertheless, finds its consolation, its joy and its fulfilment in Christ God.
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We are all trying [..] to become friends of God. If we search in the depths of our quest and our intentions, we will
discern the desire for an encounter with Him: an encounter we would wish for but we have difficulty believing in.
It seems to be beyond our measure, and we, therefore, do not usually attempt it.
The Fathers of our Church tell us that the encounter with God occurs through a meeting with our brethren, as
well as with our inner self. [A meeting] is an answer; one of the infinite answers to the sole question of God and
man; to the question before which secular reason crumbles and rationalistic ways disintegrate. [And] every
encounter has its risks. [..]
Either God exists and He deserves everything, or He does not exist and the story can end. Indeed, He does exist
– He exists so that He may be communed of and shared. [This] encounter with God [..] sometimes arises out of an
inexplicable inner revelation or an unusual miraculous experience. At other times, it occurs as the result of a
sincere quest or as the natural consequence of a spiritually healthy upbringing. But it can also come as the fruit of
a trancendental risk.
Of course, God also appears through simple events of everyday life, but He is principally met through the
extremes of human nature and will. On the borderline between the natural and the trancendental, one can detect
the imprint of the divine presence. When we come face to face with the unknown, with danger, suffering, injustice,
unanswered dilemmas, and inner crises, then the possibility of encountering God increases. [..]
[The] fear of God, which is so essential if one is to approach Him, in essence conceals boldness, decisiveness,
freedom and wisdom. It conceals a risk.
On the one hand, there is God and, on the other, there is man longing for Him. The need for their encounter is
the purpose of the whole of creation...
+from a talk by Metr.Nikolaos (Mesogaia & Lavreotiki), published in
“Investing in the Kingdom of God”, ed. Alexander Press, Montreal, 2009
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+ St. Innocent of Alaska
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